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December 5, 2023 
 
Dear Wesley Alumni, Family, and Friends:  
 
As we wrap up another Fall semester at Wesley, I have been reflecting on 
my past 14 ½ years in this ministry.  When I started at Wesley, I was only 
29 years old and Erin and I just had our first child, Clara.  I am now 44 and Clara is a freshman in high school!  
Wow…how time flies!  As much as some things have changed during that time, there are so many things that 
have stayed the same.   
 
Just this past Sunday, Wesley held its annual white-elephant gift exchange.  Yes, the same Wesley Gift was 
given (my letter as the recipient my first year was 15 pages down the stack!) and I told the new recipient about 
the lore that awaited as she read the letters and looked at the items left behind.  There are ministries like our 
Spring Break Mission Trips (or the Singers Tour prior to my time), Cracker Barrel breakfasts on reading day, 
intramural sports, worship with Faith Unshaken, small groups, Fall Retreats at Camp Dickenson, volleyball on 
the sand court, Thanksgiving Family Dinner, Cake Mix collection, lobby conversations, or playing sardines, 
mafia, or fruit basket that have stood the test of time.  So much of what Wesley means to people is still 
witnessed daily in the lives of students. 
 
However, I also recognize that over my time as campus minister at Wesley things have changed.  Students are 
different every year!  Virginia Tech gets larger and the stresses of higher education seem to grow more 
challenging each and every year.  The needs and desires of students change and bring about new challenges for 
ministering to them in the ways that they require.  There are new ways of doing things and the influence of 
social media and technology is ever present (both positively and negatively).  Things like Wesley Singers and 
Coffee House aren’t around anymore, but Wesley now hosts a Youth Retreat for the District Youth and runs a 
food pantry (209 Marketplace) out of our building for college students.   
 
But here is the beautiful thing about Wesley.  No matter how long time has passed, this amazing faith 
community is still the same vibrant and loving ministry that means so much to all of you.  The impact that 
Wesley has made in so many lives is indescribable. Wesley has given students at Virginia Tech (most of you) a 
community of hope, peace, joy, and love over the years.  These Advent themes are not just witnessed during 
this time of year at Wesley, but always and in everything we do.  I know that during my time as campus 
minister I have experienced all of these and so much more.   
 
I am blessed to witness daily the incredible ministry that students provide on this campus through Wesley. This 
has been a reality for decades and I am proud of our current students who continue to model the love of Christ 
to this Virginia Tech campus.  We stand firm on our values of love, grace, spiritual growth, and being affirming 
as we live out our mission to “Love Out Loud.”  Our vision is to “be an affirming, grace filled community that 
develops and sends out disciples rooted in faith.” This has been true for a long time and will continue to be true 
as we seek to send leaders into the UMC so that this faith tradition can be a manifestation of God’s love for 
many years to come. I am grateful for all of the students that have walked through the doors of Wesley during 
my time, for all of the alumni that built a strong foundation of ministry that continues to this day, and for those 
who will come to carry on the legacy of Wesley for years to come! That is why I want to THANK YOU for all 
of your support during this time and always. Your generosity and faithfulness sustain our ministry and students 
in so many ways.  
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We do, however, need your support now more than ever.  We continue to seek ways to grow our ministry so 
that we can make disciples of Jesus Christ and provide the safe, loving, and spiritually nourishing environment 
that so many college students need.  To do this we are growing our staff, trying new ministries, and looking to 
improve the building that is so vital to the ministries we provide students.  As you read this edition of the 
Flame, I hope you see how your support is transforming lives in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 
 So, we also ask that you consider supporting the ministries of Wesley in the following ways: 
 

1) Your continued prayers!  Pray that our students will experience the grace and love of Jesus in new and 
transforming ways.  Pray that we will be open to the Spirit of God in our midst.  Pray! 

2) Connect with us through social media, keeping your contact information up-to-date, and by your 
presence in the ministries of Wesley!  Instagram (vtwesley), Facebook Page, our alumni listerv (doesn’t 
have to just be alumni), and our website (vtwesley.com).  Our social media is VERY active, so please 
connect with us in that way. 

3) Support our ministry through your gifts! Any gift is appreciated and needed! Please see our 
Development Team Lead’s article for more information. You can also do so through these different 
ways: 

a. Give Online or by Mail:  Contribute to Wesley by making an online donation or sending a 
check.  Explore online giving details and find appropriate mailing addresses on our website at 
vtwesley.com/donate.  

b. Give Securities or Property:  Consider donating appreciated stock, mutual funds, or real estate 
for a lasting impact and potential significant tax and financial benefits.   

c. Give Tax-Free Distributions from your IRA:  If you're 70½ or older, you can give any amount 
up to $100,000 per year directly from your IRA.  Explore making a gift from your IRA as a 
straightforward and tax-wise way to support Wesley. 

d. Research Your Employer’s Matching Gift Programs:  Check if your employer offers a 
matching gift program.  Your contributions may be matched, sometimes on a 2-for-1 basis, 
amplifying the impact of your generosity.   

e. Legacy Gift:  Gifts through your will, trust, or beneficiary designation cost you nothing today 
and can be updated if your circumstances change.  Please let us know if you would like to invest 
in Wesley’s future with a legacy commitment so we can ensure your wishes are carried out. 

 
If you make any monthly donation $23 or greater, you can become a Wesley 23 Donor and receive a monthly 
email detailing our ministry and hearing from students about Wesley’s impact! 
    
So, once again, THANK YOU!!  You enable Wesley to be a blessing on this campus and transform the lives of 
students in amazing ways.   
 
Be Blessed and Go Hokies, 
 
 
 
Bret 
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A Letter From the Chairman of the Board 

 
We hoSe WhaW \oX haYe enjo\ed a beaXWifXl Fall and ThankVgiYing VeaVon aV Ze begin AdYenW and Whe celebUa-
Wion of Whe biUWh of oXU SaYioU.  The end of Whe Fall 2023 VemeVWeU aSSUoacheV, and WeVle\ aW ViUginia Tech 
haV enjo\ed an e[cellenW fiUVW half of Whe academic \eaU.  BUeW and Kell\ haYe led and inVSiUed oXU dedicaWed 
VWXdenWV, jXVW aV oXU CoUe MiniVWU\ (LeadeUVhiS) Team and all WeVle\ VWXdenWV haYe inVSiUed Whe SWaff and oXU 
BoaUd.  AV VeYeUal BoaUd membeUV enjo\ed Whe WeVle\ “Famil\ ThankVgiYing dinneU” on NoYembeU 12Wh fol-
loZing oXU BoaUd meeWing, Ze loYed Veeing Whe inWeUacWion of aboXW 70 VWXdenWV aV Whe\ enjo\ed dinneU and 
eageUl\ anWiciSaWed leaUning Whe locaWion of WeVle\¶V ne[W SSUing MiVVion WUiS.   
 
OXU BoaUd meeWV in-SeUVon and Yia Zoom, oU VomeWimeV jXVW Yia Zoom, aV Ze haYe BoaUd membeUV Zho liYe 
oXWVide of Whe NeZ RiYeU Valle\, e[Sanding oXU BoaUd Weam Wo alXmni and fUiendV liYing fUom GeoUgia Wo Ten-
neVVee Wo ColoUado.  We haYe gUeaW diYeUViW\ of oXU e[SeUienceV, ZiWh a common faiWh and dedicaWion Wo Whe 
XniTXe WeVle\ miniVWU\ WhaW helSV oXU ViUginia Tech VWXdenWV gUoZ in WheiU faiWh, WheiU life, and WheiU demon-
VWUaWion of JeVXV¶ loYe Wo oWheUV.  The BoaUd UemainV heaUWened and ama]ed aV VWXdenWV UeSoUW WheiU acWiYiW\ aW 
each BoaUd meeWing, ZiWh DiVciSleVhiS in acWion VXch aV:  

WedneVda\ nighW ZoUVhiS 
Combining meeWingV ZiWh Hillel, Whe JeZiVh camSXV miniVWU\, dXUing Whe UecenW difficXlW WimeV 
TXWoUing high Vchool VWXdenWV in need,  
OSeUaWing oXU food SanWU\ foU WhoVe e[SeUiencing hXngeU, 
OXWUeach b\ cooking and giYing aZa\ 400 hoW dogV in a half hoXU, oU 
Angel TUee VhoSSing foU \oXng childUen, among man\ oWheU felloZVhiS and Vmall gUoXS acWiYiWieV. 

The BoaUd conWinXeV a VWUong focXV on SUoYiding Whe UeVoXUceV neceVVaU\ Wo gUoZ Whe WeVle\ miniVWU\ aW ViU-
ginia Tech.  ThankV Wo \oX, oXU conWinXing ZoUk Wo UaiVe fXndV Wo VXSSoUW Whe miniVWU\ haV keSW annXal giYing 
aW needed leYelV, WhoXgh Ze VWUiYe Wo gUoZ oXU conWUibXWionV Wo Whe miniVWU\ aV Ze face Whe YeU\ VignificanW 
caSiWal coVWV Wo UenoYaWe oXU 61 \eaU old bXilding.  The BoaUd Zill conWinXe Wo link moUe cloVel\ Wo \oX, oXU 
alXmni and fUiendV, ZiWh Uegional alXmni gaWheUingV dXUing Whe coming \eaUV, along ZiWh cooUdinaWing ZiWh 
ViUginia Tech alXmni Zeekend acWiYiWieV. 

The ViUginia AnnXal ConfeUence of Whe UMC, and oXU Valle\ Ridge DiVWUicW, haYe conWinXed Wo e[SloUe Za\V 
Wo helS ZiWh oXU $1.5 million need foU bXilding UenoYaWion ZiWh Whe hiUing of conVXlWanWV.  ThiV effoUW Zill VeUYe 
Wo e[amine Whe beVW Za\ Wo addUeVV caSiWal needV acUoVV Whe VeYen WeVle\ FoXndaWion ViUginia camSXV miniV-
WUieV ZiWh bXildingV.  We Zill conWinXe Wo need \oXU VXSSoUW in WhaW SUoceVV aV alXmni and fUiendV of oXU miniV-
WU\ aV Zell; Ze haYe a YeU\ imSoUWanW and aZeVome locaWion boUdeUed on WZo VideV b\ Whe ViUginia Tech cam-
SXV WhaW coXld neYeU be UeSlaced.  

OXU WeVle\ BoaUd ZiVheV \oX a ZondeUfXl ChUiVWmaV SeaVon!  We aUe Vo BleVVed Wo haYe ZondeUfXl leadeU-
VhiS foU oXU gUoZing and SaVVionaWe miniVWU\ b\ BUeW, Kell\ and oXU SWXdenW leadeUVhiS.  We knoZ WhaW Whe 
SoViWiYe imSacW on Whe liYeV of oXU college VWXdenWV Zill liYe in Whem and ZiWh Whem foU Whe UeVW of WheiU liYeV.  
YoXU SaUWiciSaWion in Whe miniVWU\ ZiWh SUa\eUV and connecWion alloZV XV Wo WhUiYe and gUoZ in Whe ZoUk of   
JeVXV ChUiVW ± Ze cannoW Whank \oX enoXgh! 

WiWh all oXU BleVVingV, 

DaYid Riggan 
BoaUd ChaiU 
 

 



 3 

SCM Report  

RLOH\ KDXIPDQ 

JDFRE HHQVKDZ 

Worship 

CoGs 

JDFNVRQ MR\HU

Hello! M\ name iV Rile\ and I am Whe DiV-
ciSleVhiS MiniVWeU aW WeVle\. We haYe 9 
CommXniWieV of GUace, oU “CoG¶V” going 
on WhiV fall WhaW VSan all WhUoXghoXW each 
Zeek ZiWh YaU\ing SoinWV of inWeUeVWV Vo WhaW 
WheUe aUe oSWionV foU hoSefXll\ eYeU\one 
inWeUeVWed! OXU CoG¶V haYe been bXV\ 
bXilding Vafe VSaceV WhUoXgh Wime VSenW 
ZiWh one anoWheU Wo haYe honeVW conYeUVa-
WionV aboXW faiWh and life ZiWh Uoom Wo TXeV-
Wion, doXbW, and jXVW flaW oXW noW knoZ an\-
Whing. OXU CoG¶V haYe SaUWiciSaWed in fXn 
WeVle\ eYenWV VXch aV Whe InWeUfaiWh Cake 
Baking ComSeWiWion WhaW Wook Slace aV a 
fXndUaiVeU foU oXU MiVVionV Team goal of 
UaiVing mone\ Wo SXUchaVe cake mi[eV foU 

bUacing VWUXggleV. In addiWion, Ze ZeUe haSS\ 
Wo hoVW gXeVW SUeacheU DUeZ EnV], Whe diUecWoU 
of AUiVe CamSXV MiniVWU\ and GMU. The 
VemeVWeU had floZn b\, and iW ZaV almoVW Wime 
foU ThankVgiYing BUeak! BefoUe WUaYelling 
back Wo oXU familieV, Ze VSenW one ZoUVhiS 
Walking aboXW hXmiliW\ and gUaWiWXde Wo cenWeU 
oXUVelYeV on Whe meaning of Whe holida\. AfWeU 
bUeak, Ze celebUaWed oXU WZo VenioUV gUadXaW-
ing in DecembeU! The\ had a chance Wo giYe 
WeVWimon\ on WheiU Wime aW WeVle\, and Ze 
SUeVenWed Whem ZiWh SeUVonali]ed gifWV of 
aSSUeciaWion foU all Whe\¶Ye giYen Wo oXU com-
mXniW\. Finall\, Whe diVciSleVhiS Weam hoVWed 
oXU Vemi-annXal SUa\eU Yigil, ZheUe WeVle\ 
VWXdenWV VSenW 24 hoXUV in conWinXoXV SUa\eU 
foU XScoming finalV, oXU miniVWU\, VT¶V cam-
SXV, and ZhaW-
eYeU elVe ZaV on 
WheiU mind! 
WoUVhiS Weam 
ZoUked Vo haUd 
Wo Slan oXU ZoU-
VhiS e[SeUienceV 
WhiV VemeVWeU, 
and iW WUXl\ Said 
off eYeU\ Zeek 
Zhen oXU com-
mXniW\ came 
WogeWheU Wo 
SUaiVe God jo\-
fXll\ and aXWhenWicall\.   

in GeneViV 32 and leaUned hoZ Ze can lean 
inWo oXU VWUXggleV Wo gUoZ in faiWh. EYen 
WhoXgh Whe VemeVWeU had jXVW VWaUWed, iW ZaV 
Wime Wo head off Wo Fall ReWUeaW aW CamS AlWa 
MonV! AfWeU VSending Whe Zeekend WogeWheU 
Wo enjo\ Vong, ZoUVhiS, and naWXUe, Ze inYiW-
ed VWXdenWV Wo giYe WeVWimon\ aW ZoUVhiS 
aboXW WheiU Wime aW Fall ReWUeaW. OXU commX-
niW\ ZaV eageU Wo VhaUe hoZ Whe\ made neZ 
fUiendV, leaUned aboXW faiWh, and had fXn Wo-

geWheU. DXUing Whe 
ne[W foXU ZeekV, 
Ze cenWeUed oXU 
VeUmonV on WUadi-
WionV in Whe chXUch 
ZiWh oXU “WhaW¶V 
Whe T?” VeUieV. We 
diVcXVVed WoSicV 
like baSWiVm, com-
mXnion, liWXUgical 
TUadiWionV, cUeedV. 
We Zelcomed 
ReY. Lance PUeV-

le\, SaVWoU aW AVbXU\ UniWed MeWhodiVW 
ChXUch in ChUiVWianVbXUg, Wo VhaUe aboXW hiV 
e[SeUience ZiWh Whe connecWional aSSUoach in 
Whe UniWed MeWhodiVW ChXUch. OXU ne[W VeU-
mon WoSic ZaV “GUoZing ThUoXgh WhaW 
We¶Ue Going ThUoXgh”, ZheUe Ze focXVed on 
hoZ Wo haYe UeVilience in Whe face of adYeUViW\ 
and difficXlW\. We Zelcomed WZo VWXdenWV Wo 
giYe WeVWimon\ on Whe WoSicV of gUief and em-

EYeU\ Zeek, WeVle\¶V commXniW\ lookV foU-
ZaUd Wo WedneVda\ nighW ZoUVhiS. IW giYeV XV 
a chance Wo join oXU fUiendV in Vinging, leaUn-
ing, liVWening, and gUoZing. We Vee oXU bXild-
ing come Wo life on WedneVda\ nighWV, ZiWh 
Whe band ZaUming XS and oXU commXniW\ 
gaWheUing in Whe lobb\ Wo caWch XS befoUe ZoU-
VhiS. AfWeU ZoUVhiS, Whe felloZVhiS conWinXeV 
aV folkV VWick aUoXnd Wo VWXd\, Walk, and Sla\ 
gameV like foXU VTXaUe and Yolle\ball 
(XnfoUWXnaWel\, Whe Yolle\ball ZeaWheU VeemV 
Wo haYe SaVVed noZ). Weekl\ ZoUVhiS iV an 
eYenW WhaW Ze loYe Wo adYeUWiVe Wo oXU camSXV. 
We haYe inYiWaWionV SainWed on oXU ZindoZV, 
Ze haYe A-fUameV ZiWh ZoUVhiS adYeUWiVe-
menWV, and Ze eYen oUgani]ed a Uoaming 
gUoXS befoUe oXU fiUVW coXSle ZoUVhiS nighWV Wo 
ZaYe VignV and inYiWe VWXdenWV! We loYe gUeeW-
ing neZ SeoSle in ZoUVhiS becaXVe iW iV Vo 
foXndaWional Wo oXU miniVWU\. I knoZ WhaW foU 
m\Velf and man\ oWheUV, one of Whe beVW Za\V 
Wo inWUodXce neZ SeoSle Wo WeVle\ iV Wo inYiWe 
Whem Wo ZoUVhiS. ThiV VemeVWeU oXW ZiWh Wel-
come Wo WeVle\, ZheUe Ze VSenW 3 ZeekV 
delYing inWo oXU foXndaWional beliefV and ZhaW 
makeV oXU commXniW\ VSecial. We emSha-
Vi]ed oXU commXniW\ b\ Zelcoming 4 VWXdenWV 
Wo giYe WeVWimon\ and haYing oXU miniVWU\ 
aUeaV adYeUWiVe in an ice cUeam Vocial eYenW. 
Ne[W, Ze diVcXVVed Jacob ZUeVWling ZiWh God 

Hello fUiendV! IW¶V \oXU SWXdenW Cam-
SXV MiniVWeU, Jacob HenVhaZ, ZUiWing Wo Well 
\oX aboXW Vome of Whe aZeVome eYenWV and 
WhingV WeVle\ haV been doing WhiV \eaU! 
ThiV VemeVWeU haV Veen ZhaW I ZoXld con-
VideU a UejXYenaWion of oXU miniVWU\ aUeaV, 
aV Zell aV inWeUeVW fUom WeVle\ aV a Zhole. 

Whe MonWgomeU\ CoXnW\ ChUiVWmaV SWoUe 
and iW ZaV a blaVW! IW ZaV a gUeaW Za\ foU oXU 
VmalleU commXniWieV ZiWhin WeVel\ Wo 
come WogeWheU and VXSSoUW a gUeaW caXVe 
ZiWh Whe bonXV of eaWing cake! In addiWion Wo 
oXU CoG¶V, Ze alVo haYe oXU FUiendV in 
GUace, oU FiG¶V! We cXUUenWl\ haYe 18 VWX-
denWV SaiUed ZiWh one anoWheU ZiWh Whe in-
WenWion of meeWing WogeWheU Wo conWinXe 
WhoVe 1Y1 conYeUVaWionV Wo challenge faiWh, 
Walk aboXW life, and jXVW VSend Wime in com-
mXniW\ ZiWh one anoWheU eYeU\ 
Zeek. Finall\, oXU end-of-VemeVWeU SUa\eU 
Yigil VeUYice and 24-hoXU SUa\eU Yigil Wook 
Slace on oXU laVW WedneVda\ ZoUVhiS of Whe 
VemeVWeU. WiWh Whe Wheme of “WhaW¶V Ne[W,” 
Ze Walked aboXW commiWmenW and folloZ 
WhUoXgh of ZhaW iV coming ne[W in oXU Ve-

meVWeU, liYeV, bUeak, eWc. FolloZing Whe VeU-
Yice, WeVle\ VWXdenWV filled Whe SUa\eU 
chaSel ZiWh 24 hoXUV of conWinXoXV SUa\eU 
oYeU e[amV, ne[W VWeSV, and an\Whing elVe 
needed. IW haV been VXch a fanWaVWic VemeV-
WeU and \eaU foU Whe DiVciSleVhiS Weam, I 
can¶W ZaiW Wo Vee ZhaW m\ Weam and I geW Wo 
do ne[W! 

I Whink WhiV iV moVWl\ in SaUW Wo oXU aZeVome 
CoUe MiniVWU\ Team. OXU miniVWU\ aUea 
leadeUV haYe been cUXVhing iW WhiV VemeVWeU, 
gaging commXniW\ inWeUeVW and Waking UiVkV 
WhaW haYe Said off. MiniVWU\ leadeUV haYe 
alVo SXW WogeWheU Ueall\ good WeamV, each 
gUoXS UeSUeVenWing YaUioXV SeUVSecWiYeV 
ZiWhin Whe WeVle\ commXniW\. CMT and 
WheiU WeamV haYe done gUeaW aW Slanning and 

e[ecXWing eYenWV. FoU e[amSle, laVW \eaU, 
inWUamXUalV began Wo feel VWale Wo me. InWeU-
eVW Veemed Wo be dZindling. HoZeYeU, WhiV 
\eaU Ze haYe Veen VWUong nXmbeUV foU inWUa-
mXUal VSoUWV. ThiV UejXYenaWion haV been 
eVSeciall\ UefUeVhing foU me aV SCM, be-
caXVe iW haV made me Ueali]e hoZ mXch I 
loYe WhiV Slace, WheVe SeoSle, and m\ Uole aW 
WeVle\.  
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We aUe Vo e[ciWed Wo annoXnce WhaW 
WeVle\ iV hiUing ReY. Paige SZaim-
PUeVle\ aV oXU PaUW-Wime DiUecWoU of 
DeYeloSmenW!  ThiV hiUing iV VomeWhing 
Whe WeVle\ BoaUd haV deViUed foU Vome 
Wime, bXW afWeU UeceiYing Whe UeSoUW fUom 
oXU CaSiWal CamSaign ConVXlWanWV, The 
MonXmenW GUoXS, Ze decided WhaW noZ 
iV WhaW Wime.   

New Staff Position—Paige Presley 

 Paige bUingV Vomeone Zho haV 
camSXV miniVWU\ e[SeUience and Vo 
man\ gifWV foU FXndUaiVing and 
AlXmni DeYeloSmenW.  She iV an 
OUdained EldeU in Whe UMC and a 
gUadXaWe of CandleU School of 
Theolog\ aW EmoU\ UniYeUViW\.  Paige 
ZaV Whe chaSlain aW MillVaSV College 
foU 5 \eaUV and Whe SaVWoU aW GaWeZa\ 
UMC and SaXcieU UMC aV Zell.   

Paige¶V hXVband, ReY. Lance PUeVle\, 
iV Whe SaVWoU aW AVbXU\ UMC in 
ChUiVWianVbXUg, VA and Whe\ haYe a 
daXghWeU, JXlian! 

 

 

Thank \oX foU \oXU XnZaYeUing VXSSoUW of WeVle\ aW ViUginia Tech!  AV Ze aSSUoach Whe conclXVion of anoWheU e[ciWing \eaU, 
Ze e[Wend deeS gUaWiWXde foU Whe VWeadfaVW VXSSoUW of oXU alXmni and donoUV. YoXU VXSSoUW haV been a dUiYing foUce in emSoZ-
eUing oXU VWXdenWV Wo liYe oXW WheiU faiWh in a commXniW\ UooWed in gUace and loYe. LaVW \eaU, \oXU geneUoViW\ bUoXghW in an im-
SUeVViYe $82,000.  ThiV \eaU, Wo daWe, Ze haYe e[ceeded $53,000.  YoXU conWinXed ShilanWhUoSic VXSSoUW iV YiWal aV Ze VWUiYe Wo 
VXUSaVV laVW \eaU¶V conWUibXWionV b\ \eaU-end and, moUe VignificanWl\, make a laVWing diffeUence in Whe WeVle\ commXniW\ WhaW 
alloZV XV Wo e[Wend oXU bleVVingV Wo Whe camSXV and be\ond.  AV Ze enWeU WhiV VeaVon of giYing, Ze inYiWe \oX Wo conVideU Whe 
meaningfXl imSacW \oXU VXSSoUW can haYe and e[SloUe Za\V Wo ma[imi]e \oXU conWUibXWion.. HeUe aUe VeYeUal imSacWfXl Za\V 
Wo make a diffeUence: GiYe Online oU b\ Mail:  ConWUibXWe Wo WeVle\ b\ making an online donaWion oU Vending a check.  E[-
SloUe online giYing deWailV and find aSSUoSUiaWe mailing addUeVVeV on oXU ZebViWe aW YWZeVle\.com/donaWe. GiYe SecXUiWieV oU 
PUoSeUW\:  ConVideU donaWing aSSUeciaWed VWock, mXWXal fXndV, oU Ueal eVWaWe foU a laVWing imSacW and SoWenWial VignificanW Wa[ 
and financial benefiWV.  GiYe Ta[-FUee DiVWUibXWionV fUom \oXU IRA:  If \oX'Ue 70ò oU oldeU, \oX can giYe an\ amoXnW XS Wo 
$100,000 SeU \eaU diUecWl\ fUom \oXU IRA.  E[SloUe making a gifW fUom \oXU IRA aV a VWUaighWfoUZaUd and Wa[-ZiVe Za\ Wo 
VXSSoUW WeVle\. ReVeaUch YoXU EmSlo\eU¶V MaWching GifW PUogUamV:  Check if \oXU emSlo\eU offeUV a maWching gifW SUogUam.  
YoXU conWUibXWionV ma\ be maWched, VomeWimeV on a 2-foU-1 baViV, amSlif\ing Whe imSacW of \oXU geneUoViW\. Legac\ GifW:  
GifWV WhUoXgh \oXU Zill, WUXVW, oU beneficiaU\ deVignaWion coVW \oX noWhing Woda\ and can be XSdaWed if \oXU ciUcXmVWanceV 
change.  PleaVe leW XV knoZ if \oX ZoXld like Wo inYeVW in WeVle\¶V fXWXUe ZiWh a legac\ commiWmenW Vo Ze can enVXUe \oXU 
ZiVheV aUe caUUied oXW.   Thank \oX foU WhoXghWfXll\ conVideUing WheVe giYing oSWionV.  If \oX ZoXld like Wo leaUn moUe, SleaVe 
don¶W heViWaWe Wo Ueach oXW.  WiWh heaUWfelW aSSUeciaWion and ZaUm ZiVheV foU a jo\oXV holida\ VeaVon!  

Development Update 

JHQQ\ OU]ROHN - DHYHORSPHQW THDP LHDG RQ WKH WHVOH\ BRDUG RI DLUHFWRUV 

Paige Zill be UeVSonVible foU: 

x DeYeloSing oSSoUWXniWieV foU BUeW 
and Kell\ Wo mainWain deeSeU 
connecWionV and UelaWionVhiSV 
ZiWh alXmni 

x The SUodXcWion of a neZ Flame 
neZVleWWeU 

x Planning and cooUdinaWing oXU 
AnnXal FXnd VWUaWegieV.   

She Zill VWaUW on JanXaU\ 1VW.   

We look foUZaUd Wo \oX geWWing Wo 
knoZ Paige and Zelcoming heU Wo WhiV 
ZondeUfXl WeVle\ commXniW\! 
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I haYe been inYolYed in WeVle\ Vince m\ 
fUeVhman \eaU of college, and I am Vo 
WhankfXl Wo m\ \oXngeU Velf foU Waking a 
leaS of faiWh inWo miniVWU\ and SeoSle I 
ZaV XnfamiliaU ZiWh. ThUoXgh WeVle\, 
I¶Ye foXnd a home on camSXV, fUiendV 
WhaW haYe inVSiUed me and VXSSoUWed me, 
and a loYe foU God and Whe ZoUld WhaW I 
ZoXld noW haYe leaUned in anoWheU e[Se-
Uience. I Whink God¶V kingdom iV heUe on 
eaUWh, UeSUeVenWed b\ Whe SeoSle aUoXnd 
XV. WeVle\ embodieV WhiV in oXU aWWemSW 
Wo liYe a life like ChUiVW, and I haYe Veen 
Vo mXch goodneVV come oXW of WhiV com-
mXniW\. OXU miVVionV miniVWU\ haV been 
a UooW of VXch jo\, fUom WXWoUing ama]-
ing childUen in FXn143 Wo VeUYing be-
\ond oXU commXniW\ on SSUing BUeak 
WUiSV. I¶Ye gUoZn in confidence and lead-
eUVhiS WhUoXgh VeUYing on WeamV, like 
DiVceUnmenW, CoUe MiniVWU\ Team, 
SSUing BUeak, YoXWh ReWUeaW, MiVVionV, 
and moUe. I haYe gUoZn SeUVonall\ in Vo 
man\ Za\V becaXVe of m\ fUiendV 
WhUoXgh Whe \eaUV, Whe aYenXeV  

Discipleship 

Hello! YoXU fUiendl\ neighboUhood DiVciSle-
VhiS MiniVWeU iV heUe Wo Well \oX hoZ Zell 
DiVciSleVhiS ZiWhin WeVle\ haV been going 
WhiV fall! We VWaUWed oXW VWUong ZiWh CoG 
Kickoff Famil\ dinneU ZheUe Whe DiVciSleVhiS 
Team cooked a bUeakfaVW feaVW and inWUodXced 
eYeU\one Wo oXU 7 diffeUenW CoGV WhaW ZoXld 
be haSSening WhiV \eaU. CoG leadeUV haYe 
been e[ciWed aboXW Whe commXniWieV Whe\ 

Fall Retreat 

RLOH\ KDXIPDQ  

YoXU SCM iV haSS\ Wo UeSoUW WhaW Fall ReWUeaW 
2023 ZaV a VXcceVV! AfWeU a conVideUaWe and 
SUodXcWiYe Slanning SUoceVV, CMT ZaV able 
Wo once again deliYeU a fXlfilling and fXn 
Zeekend hoVWed aW CamS DickenVon. OXU 
Wheme WhiV \eaU ZaV “ComfoUW ZoneV,” bXW in 
a VXbYeUViYe Za\, oXU deeSeU meaning ZaV 
Whe idea of “being comfoUWable ZiWh being 
XncomfoUWable,” We began oXU Wime ZiWh 
icebUeakeUV, alloZing eYeU\one in WeVle\ Wo 
geW Wo knoZ each oWheU jXVW a liWWle biW beWWeU. 

CMT ZanWed Wo make fUeVhmen and neZ 
VWXdenWV feel aV SaUW of Whe gUoXS aV eYeU\one 
elVe. The VeVVion folloZing focXVed on hoZ 
Wo VWaUW conYeUVaWionV, ending ZiWh a game 
ZheUe VWXdenWV ZeUe aVked Wo hold 
“meeWingV” ZiWh one anoWheU, in Zhich WoSicV 
ZeUe giYen and When diVcXVVed. OXU SaWXUda\ 
nighW VeVVion bXilW off of oXU SUeYioXV WoSic, 
ZiWh oXU diVcXVVion UeYolYing aUoXnd hoZ Wo 
haYe haUd conYeUVaWionV. CMT VhaUed Vmall 
WeVWimonieV on SieceV of adYice foU haYing 

haUd conYeUVaWionV. OXU final VeVVion of Whe 
UeWUeaW ZaV baVed aUoXnd oXU Wheme: being 
comfoUWable ZiWh being XncomfoUWable. BUeW 
VhaUed Whe meVVage, focXVing on JeVXV ViWWing 
aW Whe LaVW SXSSeU ZiWh hiV diVciSleV, knoZing 
one ZoXld beWUa\ him, one ZoXld den\ him, 
and one ZoXld doXbW him. OYeUall, Fall Re-
WUeaW SUoYed Wo be \eW anoWheU highl\ fXlfilling 
e[SeUience.  

JDFRE HHQVKDZ 

The Impact Wesley Has Had on Me   
Saǀannah Gƌeene 

WeVle\ oSened XS foU me, and 
WhUoXgh eYenWV and VeUYiceV WhaW 
make WeVle\ Whe affiUming, Vafe, and 
commXniW\-dUiYen miniVWU\ WhaW iW iV. 
I don¶W Whink I¶ll eYeU be in a commX-
niW\ WhaW iV TXiWe aV XniTXe aV WeVle\ 
iV. I am Vo incUedibl\ gUaWefXl and 
bleVVed WhaW m\ life led me Wo ViUgin-
ia Tech and WeVle\, and I cannoW 
ZaiW Wo Vee hoZ WhiV miniVWU\ conWin-
XeV Wo LoYe OXW LoXd Wo VWXdenWV and 
commXniW\ foU \eaUV Wo come.  

haYe been bXilding each Zeek and collaboUaW-
ing ZiWh one anoWheU Wo giYe VXSSoUW and neZ 
ideaV WhUoXghoXW Whe VemeVWeU. We WUied a 
neZ collaboUaWiYe aSSUoach Wo PUa\eU CiUcle 
WhiV VemeVWeU Vo UaWheU Whan haYing a deVig-
naWed SUa\eU ciUcle “VWaU,” membeUV of Whe 
diVciSleVhiS Weam Vigned XS Wo lead diffeUenW 
ZeekV Zhich alloZed foU a SoViWiYe and di-
YeUVe e[SeUience in hoZ diffeUenW SUa\eU can 
look like. OXU FiG¶V, alVo knoZn aV FUiendV 
in GUace, haYe been going VWUong ZiWh 20 
VWXdenW SaiUingV meeWing on a UegXlaU baViV Wo 

gUoZ deeSeU in commXniW\ and faiWh WogeWheU. 
OXU end-of-VemeVWeU PUa\eU Vigil WoUVhiS 
ZaV fXll of UeflecWion on Whe SaVW VemeVWeU 
noZ WhaW Ze aUe back in a “noUmal” SoVW-
coYid ZoUld, hoZ VWXdenWV aUe feeling UighW 
noZ, and ZhaW Whe\ aUe looking foU in Whe 
fXWXUe afWeU WhiV VeaVon of finalV and VWUeVV 
comeV Wo an end. M\ Weam and I aUe e[ciWed 
Wo collaboUaWe oYeU Whe bUeak and Slan foU 
neZ and e[ciWing eYenWV foU Whe VSUing VemeV-
WeU, bXW foU UighW noZ I am SUoXd of hoZ WhiV 
fall haV gone.  
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Outreach EPLO\ MXUUD\ 

Hello again! I¶m Emil\ MXUUa\, Whe oXWUeach miniVWeU! Thank \oX foU Ueading m\ SoUWion of Whe Flame! 
ThiV VemeVWeU kicked off aV XVXal ZiWh WeekV of Welcome! We VWaUWed ZiWh an aZeVome Pool PaUW\ aW Whe 
ShaZnee SZim ClXb foU UeWXUning WeVle\ VWXdenWV Slanned b\ Emma AndeUVon. Then, on WedneVda\ 
dXUing moYe-in, Ze had a cookoXW! HXge Whank \oX Wo Kell\ and EUic WiVeman foU gUilling Whe hoW dogV 
and hambXUgeUV foU XV! AfWeU Whe cookoXW, Ze had a good amoXnW of hoWdogV and hambXUgeUV lefWoYeU and 
SaYannah GUeene had Whe ZondeUfXl idea Wo do a VSonWaneoXV hoW dog handoXW! We Wook a gUoXS of VWX-
denWV aUoXnd Whe UeVidenWial Vide of VWXdenWV and handed hoW dogV Wo VWXdenWV Sla\ing on Whe TXadV and 
Zalking b\! The neZ VWXdenWV loYed iW! The fiUVW Zeek conclXded ZiWh a moYie nighW co-hoVWed ZiWh Fel-
loZVhiS (VhoXW oXW Wo ThomaV Klein!) and an InWeUfaiWh Tabling eYenW! The Vecond Zeek of Zelcome 
ZeekV VWaUWed ZiWh ClaVVUoom QXeVW ZheUe WeVle\ VWXdenWV helSed neZ VWXdenWV find WheiU claVVeV. Then, 

Ze had a Wie-d\ing eYenW on Whe dUillfield befoUe Whe fiUVW WoUVhiS. DXUing WhiV eYenW, Ze had VWXdenWV Wie-d\e WeVle\ VhiUWV on Whe dUillfield b\ BXU-
UXV. ThiV eYenW ZaV Vo SoSXlaU WhaW Ze Uan oXW of VhiUWV! The ne[W da\, Ze had a dog SaUW\ ZiWh 5 dogV! The VWXdenWV loYed WhiV and enjo\ed being 
able Wo Vee Vo man\ dogV! The Vecond Zeek conclXded ZiWh haYing a game nighW on Whe EggleVWon TXad. We Sla\ed gaga ball, gianW jenga, VSike-
ball, and moUe gameV ZiWh neZ VWXdenWV and inYiWed eYeU\one back Wo WeVle\ afWeU foU ice cUeam, boaUd gameV, and Yolle\ball! AfWeU ZeekV of Zel-
come, WeVle\ aWWended WZo VhabbaWV aW Hillel aW ViUginia Tech - AnWi-SemeWiVm ShabbaW and PUide ShabbaW. AnWi-SemiWiVm ShabbaW ZaV Whe moVW 
aWWended VhabbaW. TheUe ZaV an AnWi-SemiWiVm diVcXVVion befoUe Whe JeZiVh SeUYiceV ZheUe boWh Hillel and WeVle\ VWXdenWV diVcXVVed hoZ WheiU 
UeVSecWiYe UeligionV inflXence WheiU eYeU\da\ liYeV and deciVionV. Then VWXdenWV aWWended JeZiVh SeUYiceV- VeUYiceV moVWl\ in HebUeZ. A faYoUiWe of 
WeVle\ VWXdenWV ZaV aW Whe end Zhen a Vong ZaV VXng Wo Whe WXne of “I WanW IW ThaW Wa\” b\ Whe BackVWUeeW Bo\V. Then VWXdenWV ZenW Wo Whe Shab-
baW DinneU. SWXdenWV UemaUked on hoZ e[SeUiencing Whe JeZiVh Ueligion in WhiV Za\ made Whem Ueali]e VimilaUiWieV and diffeUenceV beWZeen ChUiVWi-
aniW\ and JXdaiVm- a gUeaW leaUning e[SeUience foU WeVle\ VWXdenWV. To SUomoWe Whe WeVle\ HalloZeen SaUW\, Whe oXWUeach Weam alVo Wabled oXWVide 
of STXiUeV. OliYia TXUneU and Emma AndeUVon had Whe gUeaW idea Wo haYe a gXeVVing game ZheUe SaUWiciSanWV gXeVVed Whe nXmbeU of cand\ coUn in 
a jaU. ThiV ZaV a hXge hiW. We VaZ VWXdenWV WU\ing Wo do calcXlaWionV on Whe aUea of cand\ coUn and Whe 
jaU Wo geW Whe moVW accXUaWe gXeVVeV aV Zell aV VWXdenWV SXW a Uandom nXmbeU. EiWheU Za\, gUeaW conYeU-
VaWionV ZeUe had aboXW ZhaW WeVle\ iV and ZhaW Ze VWand foU. AV faU aV Whe Vocial media and gUaShicV 
Weam, m\ Weam iV killing Whe game. OliYia TXUneU, Emma AndeUVon, and Rile\ KaXfman haYe been 
making SUofeVVional TXaliW\ UeelV highlighWing each miniVWU\ aUea. ThiV haV been cUeaWing a loW of WUac-
Wion - ZiWh VWXdenWV looking foUZaUd Wo being in Whe UeelV and looking foUZaUd Wo Whe ne[W oneV. I haYe 
been SoVWing SoS-cXlWXUe UelaWed UeelV feaWXUing WeVle\ VWXdenWV Zhich VWXdenWV alVo haYe fXn VWaUUing 
in and coming XS ZiWh neZ ideaV. OYeUall, Whe OXWUeach Weam haV definiWel\ been bXV\ figXUing oXW 
hoZ Wo connecW ZiWh neZ VWXdenWV aV Zell aV connecW WeVle\ VWXdenWV ZiWh neZ VWXdenWV. I am YeU\ 
SUoXd of eYeU\Whing WhaW m\ Weam haV accomSliVhed and e[ciWed foU eYeU\Whing WhaW Ze Zill be doing! 

Leadership Development EmilǇ MƵƌƌaǇͶOƵƚƌeach MiniƐƚeƌ 

“TKHQ I KHDUG WKH YRLFH RI WKH LRUG, VD\LQJ, ‘WKRP VKDOO I VHQG, DQG ZKR ZLOO JR IRU UV?¶ TKHQ I VDLG, ‘HHUH DP I. SHQG PH!¶”IVDLDK 6:8 

When I ZaV fiUVW diVceUned foU OXWUeach I ZUoWe IVaiah 6:8 on Whe ZhiWeboaUd in m\ Uoom. I ZaV a SaUW of diVceUnmenW and felW aV if I ZaV called Wo 
be Whe OXWUeach MiniVWeU. I ZaV neYeU on Whe oXWUeach Weam. I alZa\V SUefeUUed Whe miVVionV Weam dXe Wo Whe caSaciW\ Wo helS SeoSle (VhoXWoXW 
SaYannah GUeene  Zho ZaV Whe MiVVionV MiniVWeU aW Whe Wime). HoZeYeU, I felW God calling me Wo Whink aboXW 1 CoUinWhianV 12:25-26 Zhich UeadV 
“In WhaW Za\, Whe SaUWV of Whe bod\ Zill noW Wake VideV. All of Whem Zill Wake caUe of one anoWheU.  If one SaUW VXffeUV, eYeU\ SaUW VXffeUV ZiWh iW. If 
one SaUW iV honoUed, eYeU\ SaUW VhaUeV in iWV jo\.” God ZaV calling me Wo be Whe OXWUeach MiniVWeU, bXW I ZaV Welling him no becaXVe I ZanWed Wo 
helS SeoSle WhUoXgh WeVle\. He ZaV Welling me WhaW OXWUeach iV needed Wo helS SeoSle. HoZ can SeoSle leaUn aboXW 209 MaUkeWPlace oU FXn 143 
if noW WhUoXgh oXWUeach? HoZ do SeoSle leaUn WhaW WeVle\ iV a Vafe Slace foU Whem- no maWWeU an\ SeUVonal idenWif\ing chaUacWeUiVWicV- if noW 
WhUoXgh oXWUeach? ThXV, Zhen God aVked, “Who Vhall be OXWUeach MiniVWeU?” I Vaid, “HeUe I am, Vend me! ThUoXghoXW m\ Wime aW WeVle\, 
WeVle\ haV felW like a dUeam. No Za\ WhaW a VSace Vo cloVe Wo camSXV coXld be Vo loYing and Zelcoming. A food SanWU\, a VWXd\ VSace, and 
fUiendV, all in one Slace a 5 minXWe Zalk fUom VTXiUeV? No Za\. WeVle\ iV Vo malleable in a Za\ WhaW \oX don¶W Vee oWheU oUgani]aWionV. AV a naWX-
Uall\ ambiWioXV SeUVon (ZhoVe ideaV aUe ofWen Wold no Wo) WhiV Vhocked me. I aVked if m\ biUWhda\ SaUW\ coXld be UenoYaWing 209 MaUkeWPlace- I 
ZaV Wold \eV. I aVked if I coXld lead a book VWXd\ cog in one of m\ faYoUiWe bookV (InVSiUed b\ Rachel Held EYanV) - I ZaV Wold \eV. I aVked if 209 
MaUkeW Place coXld SaUWneU ZiWh Hokie WellneVV Wo SUoYide healWh iWemV WhaW WeVl\ ma\ noW SUioUiWi]e - I ZaV Wold \eV. Being Wold \eV, WhaW I 
coXld Vee m\ ideaV become a UealiW\, inVSiUed me Wo keeS SXVhing Whe boXndaUieV and Veeing ZhaW elVe WeVle\ coXld do. To Vee m\ ideaV become 
a UealiW\, I had Wo become a beWWeU leadeU. I had Wo figXUe oXW hoZ Wo oUgani]e SeoSle and UeVoXUceV and Wo meeW a goal. ThiV ma\ noW VoXnd like a 
loW, bXW foU a college VWXdenW, \oX don¶W geW man\ oSSoUWXniWieV Wo e[eUciVe WheVe W\SeV of VkillV. I had Wo deYeloS aV a leadeU. The leadeUVhiS deYel-
oSmenW WhaW I haYe UeceiYed aW WeVle\ haV aided me in man\ diffeUenW Za\V. I am Whe bXVineVV VXb-Weam leadeU of ChemE CXbe. A chemical engi-
neeUing deVign Weam WhaW Slaced Vecond inWeUnaWionall\ in NoYembeU. ThUoXgh WeVle\, I haYe leaUned hoZ Wo beWWeU lead a Weam WoZaUdV a VSecific 
goal. HoZ do I enVXUe WhaW m\ WeammaWeV feel heaUd and noW bXlldo]ed? WeVle\ WaXghW me hoZ Wo. WoXld I haYe goWWen aV mXch aV I did Ueading 
“FiYe D\VfXncWionV of a Team” b\ PaWUick Lencioni if I Uead iW b\ m\Velf? PUobabl\ noW. Did CMT ReWUeaW helS me XndeUVWand Whe SUinciSleV 
moUe? DefiniWel\. ThUoXgh Whe abiliW\ Wo Walk aboXW inWeUSeUVonal conflicWV in Whe Weam - aV Zell aV Whe UecommendaWion of bookV (VSecificall\ 
“The AnaWom\ of Peace” b\ Whe AUbingeU InVWiWXWe)- WeVle\ helSV VWXdenWV become leadeUV. LeaUning Wo lead in a Godl\ Za\, iV a Vkill WhaW WeV-
le\ haV WaXghW me WhaW I hoSe Wo neYeU foUgeW.  
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He\ \'all! M\ name iV Ella FiW]geUald, and 
I am Whe MiVVionV MiniVWeU WhiV \eaU aW 
WeVle\. OXU MiVVionV Weam haV been haUd 
aW ZoUk WhiV VemeVWeU LoYing OXW LoXd in 
WeVle\ and in Whe gUeaWeU BlackVbXUg com-
mXniW\. 
We kicked off oXU MiVVionV acWiYiWieV be-
foUe Whe VemeVWeU eYen began ZiWh Whe VWaUW 
of oXU cake mi[ collecWion Wo VXSSoUW Whe 
MonWgomeU\ CoXnW\ ChUiVWmaV SWoUe. We 
annoXnced Whe VWaUW of oXU collecWion ZiWh a 
2 Zeek long “ChUiVWmaV in JXl\.” AW Whe 
end of Whe 2 ZeekV, Ze made a ZhoSSing 
$498 Zhich ZaV a gUeaW VWaUW Wo Whe VemeV-
WeU long fXndUaiVeU. 
SeSWembeU ZaV a bXV\ monWh foU oXU MiV-
VionV Weam. We VWaUWed ZiWh a MiVVionV-
VSonVoUed famil\ dinneU. We made noVWal-
gic Vchool cafeWeUia food and had Safe 
SancWXaU\ WUaining afWeU dinneU Wo geW Seo-
Sle WUained Wo ZoUk ZiWh oXU FXn143 kidV. 
LaWeU in Whe monWh, Ze had a MiVVionV da\ 
Wo clean XS Whe FXn143 WUaileU. 15 WeVle\ 
VWXdenWV VSenW Whe moUning Vanding and 
SainWing cabineWV, oUgani]ing Whe VXSSl\ 
Uoom, ZaVhing diVheV, SXWWing WogeWheU 
Vnack bagV, and making Whe WUaileU look 
nice foU Whe kidV WhaW come foU WXWoUing. We 

cloVed oXW Whe monWh b\ making an an-
noXncemenW aboXW Whe cake mi[ collecWion aW 
BUMC and leWWing Whe childUen WheUe “cake” 
oXU miVVionV Weam in Whe face. 
In OcWobeU, Ze had a HoWdog HandoXW afWeU 
Whe homecoming game. In an aWWemSW Wo 
make Whe hoWdogV laVW longeU Whan laVW Wime, 
Ze cooked 400 hoWdogV Wo handoXW doZn-
WoZn. HoZeYeU, one VhoXld noW XndeUeVWi-
maWe hXngU\ HokieV becaXVe Ze VWill Uan oXW 
ZiWhin 30 minXWeV!  
NoYembeU VWaUWed off ZiWh oXU annXal Angel 
TUee VhoSSing ZiWh Whe \oXWh gUoXS fUom 
FiUVW XniWed MeWhodiVW ChXUch in Salem. 
ThiV \eaU Ze boXghW ChUiVWmaV gifWV foU 5 
childUen in a famil\ WhaW UegXlaUl\ aWWend 
FXn143. Then, foU PUa\eU CiUcle, Ze 
ZUaSSed Whe gifWV Vo WhaW Whe\ coXld be giYen 
Wo Whe famil\. LaWeU WhaW Vame Zeek, Ze had 
oXU Vecond annXal Cake Baking ComSeWiWion 
Wo UaiVe mone\ foU oXU cake mi[ collecWion. 
FUiendV, CoGV, and indiYidXalV came WogeWh-
eU Wo bake cakeV WhaW ZoXld be jXdged baVed 
on cUeaWiYiW\, e[ecXWion, and WaVWe. TheUe 
ZeUe Vome SoZeUfXl conWendeUV, VXch aV a 
BaUbie cake, JeVXV cake, BUeW cake, and a 
WinWeU WondeUland cake, bXW XlWimaWel\ Whe 
Benn\¶V Si]]a cake baked b\ Whe Q&A and 
SCM HangoXW CoGV came oXW on WoS. AfWeU 
Whe ComSeWiWion, membeUV of Whe MiVVionV 
Weam ZenW Wo KUogeU Wo Sick XS 1,033 cake 

mi[eV foU Whe MonWgomeU\ CoXnW\ ChUiVWmaV 
SWoUe.  
OXU final MiVVionV eYenW of Whe VemeVWeU ZaV 
oXU SSUing BUeak AnnoXncemenW aW Whe 
ThankVgiYing Famil\ DinneU. AfWeU ZeekV of 
commXniW\ gXeVVing, Ze finall\ leW eYeU\one 
knoZ ZheUe Ze ZoXld be going foU oXU annXal 
miVVion WUiS. In Whe foUm of a game VhoZ, 
hoVWed and cUeaWed b\ Slanning Weam membeU 
Ben BoleV, Ze annoXnced WhaW WhiV \eaU Ze 
Zill be headed Wo WilmingWon, NC Wo ZoUk 
ZiWh The WilmingWon AUea RebXilding MiniV-
WU\. NoW onl\ WhaW, bXW WhiV \eaU Ze Zill be 
joined on oXU WUiS b\ UVA¶V WeVle\ FoXnda-
Wion aV a Za\ of helSing Whem VWaUW XS WheiU 
oZn YeUVion of a SSUing BUeak miVVion WUiS. 
I¶m Vo SUoXd of all of Whe ama]ing ZoUk WhiV 
commXniW\ and m\ Weam haYe done WhiV Ve-
meVWeU, and I can¶W ZaiW Wo Vee ZhaW Ze Zill do 
in Whe SSUing! 

 

Missions 

EOOD FLW]JHUDOG 
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Hi, I¶m Gabb\, a fUeVhman fUom NoUWheUn 
ViUginia. I am a CommXnicaWion MajoU. I 
enjo\ ZUiWing, VeZing, and aUWV and cUafWV. 
I haYe WZo \oXngeU bUoWheUV. I heaUd 
aboXW WeVle\ fUom Whe SaVWoU of m\ 
home chXUch and a feZ ZeekV befoUe I 
moYed in I UeceiYed a Sackage fUom 
WeVle\ in Whe mail. I VWa\ed aW WeVle\ 
becaXVe eYeU\one WheUe ZaV Ueall\ nice 

New Student Bio: Gabby Vtipil 

and I felW YeU\ Zelcome. AfWeU a coXSle 
of ZeekV, I made Vome fUiendV and 
Ueall\ felW like I belonged heUe. I VSend a 
loW of Wime aW WeVle\. I am ofWen heUe aW 
leaVW WhUee WimeV a Zeek foU YaUioXV 
acWiYiWieV and VomeWimeV I come jXVW Wo 
hang oXW Zhile doing homeZoUk. I am 
fUom SSUingfield ViUginia and I ZenW Wo 
S\denVWUickeU UMC foU moVW of m\ 
childhood. I ZaV Ueall\ acWiYe in m\ 
home chXUch¶V \oXWh and iW ZaV a hXge 
SaUW of m\ Wime in high Vchool. WeVle\ 
haV filled Whe Yoid WhaW \oXWh gUoXS 
lefW.DXUing m\ Wime aW WeVle\, I am a 
SaUW of Whe FUeVhman AffiniW\ COG, 
CommXniW\ COG, and HaUU\ PoWWeU 
COG. I am alVo on Whe SSUing BUeak 
Team and DiVceUnmenW Team. I aWWend 
Famil\ DinneU and WoUVhiS eYeU\ 
Zeek. ThankVgiYing Famil\ DinneU haV 
been m\ faYoUiWe Whing Vo faU. All 
VemeVWeU long, Whe XSSeUclaVVmen ZeUe 
h\Sing iW XS and iW definiWel\ liYed XS Wo 
Whe h\Se. The food ZaV Vome of Whe beVW 
food aW famil\ dinneUV Vo faU and I ZaV 
Vo fXll aV I Zalked back Wo m\ doUm 

Uoom. The SSUing BUeak Team annoXnced 
ZheUe Ze aUe going on Whe SSUing BUeak 
MiVVion TUiS dXUing WhiV famil\ dinneU b\ 
Sla\ing a game VhoZ. The Zinning VWaWe 
ZaV HaZaii and Ze conYinced Vome 
SeoSle WhaW Ze ZeUe acWXall\ going Wo 
MaXi HaZaii. HoZeYeU, a feZ VecondV 
laWeU Vomeone SXlled a Siece of SaSeU oXW 
of WheiU SockeW ZiWh Whe coUUecW locaWion 
of Whe miVVion WUiS and I enjo\ed 
ZaWching Whe UeacWionV.  

AnoWheU VXcceVVfXl VemeVWeU of 209 MaUkeW-
Slace iV coming Wo a cloVe!  209 haV been 
Veeing an aYeUage of 18 VhoSSeUV SeU Zeek 
and a WoWal of 27 neZ VhoSSeUV, Zhich iV 
VignificanW incUeaVe comSaUed Wo Whe laVW feZ 
VemeVWeUV.  IW haV been a VWUXggle aW Wime Wo 
VeUYe all of WheVe indiYidXalV, bXW Ze haYe 
had Whe VXSSoUW of WeVle\ VWXdenWV, NeZ 
Life ChUiVWian FelloZVhiS (NLCF) membeUV, 
and oWheU indiYidXal Wo VWaff Whe food SanWU\.  
AddiWionall\, Ze haYe had geneUoXV mone-
WaU\, food, WoileWU\, and cloWhing donaWionV 
fUom Whe ViUginia Tech Women¶V ClXb, 
BlackVbXUg MeWhodiVW Women, and a nXm-
beU of indiYidXalV.  In eaUl\ NoYembeU, 209 
MaUkeWSlace ZaV YiViWed b\ a LiYing LeaUn-
ing CommXniW\ (LLC), GaliSaWia.  AUoXnd 
10 membeUV of WhiV LLC VWoSSed b\ Wo Yol-
XnWeeU ZiWh YaUioXV WaVkV WhUoXghoXW Whe 
SanWU\, inclXding VoUWing cloWheV, enWeUing 
food donaWion, and Wid\ing Whe VSace.  I WUXl\ 
aSSUeciaWe all of aVViVWance and VXSSoUW oYeU 

Whe SaVW VemeVWeU.  We ZoXld noW be able 
Wo SUoYide WhiV VeUYice if iW ZeUen¶W foU Whe 
geneUoViW\ of oXU donoUV and Whe VelfleVV-
neVV of Whe YolXnWeeUV.  IW haV been a SleaV-
XUe VeUYing aV 209 MaUkeWSlace SWaU, and I 
look foUZaUd Wo WhiV XScoming VemeVWeU! 
 

209 Marketplace  

NDWKDQ MLFKDHOVRQ Thank you to our 
209 donors:  

DiVciSleV WomenV MiniVWU\²
BlackVbXUg ChUiVWian ChXUch 

NeZman CaWholic CamSXV 
MiniVWU\ 

KimbeUl\ MeVVneU 

ViUginia Tech Women¶V ClXb 

Omega PSI ESVilon Sigma AlSha 

Zach EZen 

JameV and JaneW RakeV 

And all our 
volunteers!  
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Hello, m\ name iV ThomaV Klein and I 
am Whe FelloZVhiS MiniVWeU and 
InWUamXUal SSoUWV SWaU! I am a VenioU dXal 
majoUing in AeUoVSace EngineeUing and 
Ph\VicV; I enjo\ Sla\ing cheVV, biking, 
and hanging oXW ZiWh m\ fUiendV. 
FelloZVhiS Weam conViVWV of 5 ama]ing 
SeoSle Zho haYe helSed me SXW on a Won 
of gUeaW eYenWV WhiV VemeVWeU.  We ZenW 
on WZo gUeaW hikeV eaUlieU WhiV VemeVWeU 
Zhen iW ZaV a biW ZaUmeU oXW ± Ze hiked 
Bald Knob and Whe CaVcadeV. A feZ of 
XV, inclXding m\Velf, ZenW inWo Whe YeU\ 
cold ZaWeU (in laWe OcWobeU)! We SXW on a 
feZ moYie nighWV inclXding ToS GXn, 
HocXV PocXV, and ShUek. We had Famil\ 
dinneUV neaUl\ eYeU\ SXnda\, Vome of 
Zhich had fXn WhemeV like HaZaiian, 
CoXnWU\ YV. CoXnWU\ ClXb, and FoUmal/
ChUiVWmaV. We hoVWed a coXSle inWeUnal 
WoXUnamenWV ± a Yolle\ball WoXUnamenW 
(ZinneUV ZeUe Whe Weam conViVWing of 
m\Velf, Ben BoleV, and JoVh HanVell) and 
a foXU VTXaUe WoXUnamenW (ZinneU And\ 
HanVell)! LaVWl\ Ze hoVWed a coXSle YeU\ 
fXn holida\ SaUWieV foU HalloZeen and 
ChUiVWmaV :). AV foU inWUamXUal VSoUWV Ze 
Sla\ed WZo VeaVonV of Yolle\ball, oXWdooU 
beach Yolle\ball and indooU Yolle\ball, 
and eYen WhoXgh Ze ZeUen¶W YeU\ 
VXcceVVfXl Ze all had loWV of fXn (and goW 

Fellowship  

beWWeU eYeU\ game!). OXU XlWimaWe 
fUiVbee ZenW 3-1! We alVo Sla\ed 
inneUWXbe ZaWeU Solo Zhich ZaV 
e[WUemel\ fXn and YeU\ WiUing! OYeUall 
Ze¶Ye had a YeU\ bXV\ VemeVWeU filled 
ZiWh gUeaW commXniW\ bXilding, boWh 
VWUXcWXUed and noW. AV Whe VemeVWeU 
comeV Wo a cloVe Ze haYe jXVW WZo moUe 
eYenWV ± oXU WUadiWional Ueading da\ YiViW 
Wo CUackeU BaUUel and a gingeUbUead 
hoXVe bXilding comSeWiWion! In Whe 
VSUing Ze haYe SlanV Wo go Vkiing, SXW 
on moUe WoXUnamenWV, ZaWch moUe 
moYieV and Sla\ a loW moUe 
VSoUWV! 

ThŽmaƐ Klein 

Fun143 

EPPD AQGHUVRQ 

ThiV \eaU, Ze 
VWaUWed FXn143 b\ 
haYing a miVVion¶V 
da\ Wo clean XS Whe 
WUaileU foU Whe 
kiddoV! We ZeUe 
able Wo finiVh 
SUojecWV WhaW ZeUe 
VWaUWed laVW \eaU, 

oUgani]e, and clean! We SXW WogeWheU goodie 
bagV foU all Whe homeV Wo e[Sand oXU Ueach Wo 
oWheUV Vo Ze can conWinXe Wo helS and imSacW 
\oXng liYeV. Angel TUee WhiV \eaU ZaV YeU\ 
VXcceVVfXl and VSecial! We ZeUe able Wo 
SXUchaVe gifWV foU fiYe ViblingV in a famil\ WhaW 
SaUWiciSaWeV in FXn143.  

The FiUVW UniWed MeWhodiVW ChXUch of 
Salem¶V \oXWh gUoXS ZaV able Wo join XV 
again WhiV \eaU and Ze aUe Vo WhankfXl foU 
WheiU VXSSoUW! WiWhoXW WheiU helS and 
donaWionV, oXU Angel TUee ZoXld noW be ZhaW 
iW iV.  
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Alumni Announcements 

KaWel\n L\denV ('15 & '16) iV engaged! She and fiancp, SWe-
Shen RoVVi, Zill be maUUied laWe OcWobeU 2024 in HamSWon 
RoadV.  

 
AlXmni giUlV Zeekend WUiS ZiWh Holl\ T\Von, JeVVica DodVon, SaUa 
CheaWham, Nina MilleU, Anna BoVco and Li]]ie FleWcheU. 

OXU Von, TheodoUe JameV MonWagXe, ZaV boUn on JXne 1VW, 2023.  Jacob and TaUa MonWagXe, ClaVV of  2016. 

EleanoU Minoka YonWV, boUn OcWobeU 
23, 2024.  DaXghWeU of Minoka 
GXneVekeUa YonWV, claVV of 2013 and 
ChUiVWoSheU YonWV. 

JoVhXa (OJ) PeWeUV (ClaVV of 2011) and RaoXl RoVV BelcheV Zed AXgXVW 
19Wh in BalWimoUe, Md dXUing a beaXWifXl back\aUd ceUemon\! 
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KaWh\ AbboWW 

ShaZn and MaUia AUneU 

Dick AUnold 

Tom and Am\ McGUegoU BaUneV 

MaWW and Kell\ HXdVon Beeken 

HaUold M. and VeUena Bell 

LeonaUd and LaXUa Bell 

N. L. BiVhoS 

T. W. and BaUbaUa Bonham 

MaWWheZ and Melinda HiUW BoUUie 

Anna BoVco 

AndUeZ and OliYia BoZeUV 

SWeZaUW V. and MeliVVa R. BoZeUV 

ShaUon K. BUadVheU 

JaVon and Maggie BUookV 

Jeff BUookV 

MaUgaUeW BUoZn 

Bob and TeUi B\eUV-KoleaV 

ChUiV ChambeUlain 

SaUah ClaUk 

Adam and EUica CoaWeV 

SWeShen and JennifeU DickiVon Coffe\ 

BelYa CollinV 

GingeU MeieU and GaU\ CoSe 

DaYid and Fa\e CUiVW 

GeoUge A. and Rebecca DanielV 

JeVVica DodVon 

Wa\ne and DaUla D. Donald 

John D. and Gina EldeU 

Rick and Anne ElliV 

Am\ EmeUVon and Bill BancUofW 

DUeZ and CaWheUine E F EnV] 

DaYid and L\nn EYeUeWW 

Melanie FadUoZVki 

KaUen Finch 

Donors: April 2, 2023— November 30, 2023  
JaVon and KaWie BoggV FoUV\Wh 

Rachel FUeeman 

KaiWl\n GallagheU 

Amanda GaUbeU 

RichaUd J. and Ph\lliV W. Geoghegan 

ChaUleV GiYen 

ChUiV B GiYenV 

ThomaV and LoUi GiYenV 

BUeW and EUin GUeVham 

JameV L. GUeVham 

Jim and LoUeWWa GUeVham 

Van and BaUbaUa GUeVham 

CaUoline HaUYe\ 

C. Gene and PaWUicia A. HaXgh 

DaYid and Randi HeinbXch 

BUian and Kell\ WalWeUV HenVhaZ 

TeUU\ and CaUol HeUdman 

Michelle HeWWmann 

CaUol Highfield 

Alicia R HoXchinV 

Alan HXWVon 

Nanc\ SWeYenVon IngallV 

ChaUleV JackVon 

Dean and NoUa KiUVWein 

DZighW and Ph\lliV FoUbXVh KiWchenV 

Sall\ D. and LaZWon E. Ki]eU 

Rick and Ale[iV LeZiV 

SWeShen and Mand\ GaUUeWW Llo\d 

William And\ LoZe 

KaWel\n L\denV 

Ron and PaW MaUloZe 

Tom and Cind\ MaUWin 

Mike and EUin MaWWeUn 

Ellen McCXbbin 

Cod\ and JeVVica McCXUU\ 

Rick and NaWalie MilleU 

ValeUie MilleU 

Jacob and TaUa MonWagXe 

KeYin MoVWelleU 

DaYid and Jan NoWWeU 

JeffUe\ P. and Jenn\ OU]olek 

ReY. KaWhleen OYeUb\-WebVWeU 

SWeYe and LoUna Vink PaUkinV 

SWeShen and CaUol\n MaUionneaX[ PeUU\ 

JoVh PeWeUV 

William T. and Ida BeUgeU PoZell 

Inge P\le 

Rob and MeliVVa Ma\Won Rh\ne 

ViYian W. Rich 

MinniV E. and LoXiVe RidenoXU 

DaYid and Glenna Riggan 

Llo\d and SheUUi RobinVon 

DeniVe and Bill\ RXdolSh 

DXane and Tamm\ OZenV SchoenhaUdW 

Am\ Shank 

Rick and Alice ShaZ 

CaUVon SmiWh 

OliYia SmiWh 

DZa\ne SWinVon 

ClaXdia SWXW]man 

DaYe and Linda TegaUden 

Bob L. and KaUen R. TUeaU 

MaWWheZ VeWWing 

Tom and Pegg\ WeaYeU 

Jean WheeleU 

LXke WilliamV 

DaYe\ and Li]i Win\all 

EUic and Kell\ WiVeman 

C\nWhia Wood 

LaXUen WUighW 

ChUiVWoSheU and Minoka YonWV 

Want a monthly update on all things Wesley?  
BHFRPH D WHVOH\ 23 DRQRU!   (Check oXW ZZZ.YWZeVle\.com/ZeVle\-23 foU moUe infoUmaWion) 

DonoUV Zill UeceiYe a monWhl\ email ZiWh highlighWV and SUa\eU UeTXeVWV foU Whe miniVWU\.  

B\ joining WeVle\ 23, \oX aUe commiWWing Wo making a $23 donaWion Wo WeVle\ aW VT WhaW ZoXld be Waken oXW aXWomaWicall\ on Whe 23Ud of eYeU\ monWh.  

$7 goeV WoZaUdV oXU BXilding FXnd  

$7 goeV WoZaUd oXU DeYeloSmenW FXnd  

$7 goeV WoZaUdV oXU MiVVionV FXnd 

$2 goeV WoZaUdV bXilding oXU ReVeUYeV  
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Aaron W. Gresham 
Abigail L. Youmans 
Adam C. Cook 
Adam Gillespie 
Addison K. Riley 
Amanda M. Poff 
Amanda Meister 
Amy T. Newcome 
Andrew C. Hansell 
Andrew G. Mudd 
Angela W. Hoff 
Anita E. Mays 
Annette Deaton Lineberry 
Anthony M. Grafsky 
Audrey T. Lux 
Avery Kaufman 
Avery T. Rhem 
Barbara K. Suidikas 
Blair Mudd 
Brian C. Gardner 
Brian E. Chafin 
Britannia Vondrasek 
Bruce Ivey 
Candace L. Baracat-Donovan 
Carolyn S. Kaufman 
Cheryl H. Guyton 
Chloe L. Bailey 
Christopher B. Kaufman 
Clara Gresham 
Clare Mitchell 
Clyde K. Greene 
Dale A. Davies 
Dan Walters 
Dana C. Mitchell 
Danny Kesner 
Denise L. McCreight 
Dori Mitchell 
Douglas Forrester 
Edward Mackowiak 
Elizabeth A. Young 
Elizabeth G. Duncan 
Ella K. Fitzgerald 
Emilie S. Berger 
Emily S. Fravel 
Emma B. Anderson 
Emma K. Cook 
Eric L. Robinson 
Ethan R. Shaw 
Evan A. Gross 

Donors through Virginia Tech (not on the other list) 
 April 2, 2023— November 30, 2023  

Fred G. Weaver 
Frederick C. Boyer 
Frederick C. Gibson 
Frederick V. Gresham 
Gail M. Fitzgerald 
Gregory E. Rahal 
Haley Jobe 
Hannah Gross 
Harrison C. Rosson 
Jackie S. Nutter 
Jackson E. Moyer 
Jacob B. Ivey 
Jacob P. Henshaw 
Jake Orzolek 
James R. DeVaughn 
James T. Etheredge 
Jason T. Turner 
Jefferson M. Sesler 
Jeffrey D. Lang 
Jenny H. Orzolek 
Jillann M. Knonenborg 
Joanna Paysour 
John B. Davis 
John L. Mitchell 
John Tinsley 
Johnathan S. Arner 
Julia W. Boles 
Justin M. Davies 
Kara E. Lattimer 
Katherine L. Gilbert 
Kenneth R. Edmison 
Kevin C. Cover 
Kimberly Pope 
Kristi Mitchell 
Kristin Mudd 
Kristina L. Cook 
Larry Tingle 
Laura E. Bailey 
Lauren Leggett 
Laurie L. Michaelson 
Lawson Gresham 
Leanne E. Allen 
Leslie S. Hepburn 
Libby Larro 
Lisa Dawson 
Logan D. Kimmell 
Lori E. Turner 
Lynn Murray 
Madeline White 

Madelyne Mitchell 
Mara L. Gibson 
Mark P. Hansell 
Mary Dadisman 
Mary Lou Bauman 
Mary Tolbert 
Maryclaire D. Hudson 
Matthew D. Shealy 
Meagan A. Kelley 
Michael D. Walsh 
Nancy Jones 
Nathan D. Michaelson 
Nickole T. Kaufman 
Nina D. Miller 
Nolan B. Englund 
Olivia J. Turner 
Olivia V. Powell 
Pamela L. Godlove 
Pamela M. Saunders 
Pat Roberts 
Patricia A. Stephenson 
Patricia R. Walker 
Phillip Reese 
Rachel K. VanPelt 
Rebecca L. Hansell 
Regina E. Tamburro 
ReNeâ Teague 
Richard A. Gillespie 
Rick Haupt 
Riley L. Kaufman 
Roger E. Beck 
Sara E. Elwood 
Sara Hubble 
Sarah-Faith M. Mukuna 
Savannah P. Greene 
Skyler M. Bauman 
Sondra Edmison 
Steven W. Gross 
Susan Blalock Pearman 
Susan Cox-Stouffer 
Suzanne M. Noakes 
Tammy Greene 
Terri R. Davies 
Thomas K. Randall 
Thomas P. Eggleston 
Travis W. Hundley 
Tucker Gross 
William H. Poff 
William P. Eggleston 
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