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Letter from the SCM
Hi Flame readers!
My name is Savannah Greene, and I am
Wesley's Student Campus Minister
(SCM). I am so happy to share with you
a piece of Wesley and what we have
been up to this past semester.
This semester has been a long and
exciting one for our students, as we
finally returned to in-person classes;
campus is livelier, and more students
are around the Wesley building on a
regular basis again. This has made for
great fellowship and community in the
building. Wesley gained around fifteen
new students this semester, and we are
overjoyed to have new friends and
growing community.
Wesley has had exciting opportunities
to reach out to the surrounding
community in more ways than one.
Hillel at Virginia Tech and Wesley have
engaged in interfaith events that have
brought the communities together to
learn more about each other's religions,
cultures, foods, and more. Hillel has
hosted both a Picnic for Peace and a
student leadership dinner that included
multiple organizations and engaged our
students in conversation around
differences, leadership, and strengths.

The Picnic for Peace was an exciting
event as organizations were asked to
bring food that is special to their
culture. In true Methodist potluck
style, Wesley contributed casseroles,
mac & cheese, and, naturally, King's
Hawaiian roles. Wesley students
delighted in Hillel’s shakshuka,
hummus, and challah. Wesley's
Outreach team is hosting an interfaith
potluck event, Holiday Hangout, and
we are so excited to continue and
nourish our interfaith relationships.
Our Fall Retreat was the weekend of
September 17th at Camp Dickenson
and was a time our students needed.
Bret and the Core Ministry Team
(CMT) were intentional about
planning free time between worship
conversations to allow students to
reconnect and rest from the rigor of
going back to in-person college after a
year and a half of online classes. The
theme this year was "Becoming
Peacemakers." Students engaged in
conversation around oppression,
discrimination, violence, peace and
security, and ways we as a community
can be peacemakers, showing our love
for others through Christ as advocates.
We recognize that although these
conversations can be hard, they are

necessary and challenge students to see
through a different lens or inspire them
to continue Wesley's mission to Love
Out Loud. Our students left feeling
refreshed and invigorated, and CMT
continues to discuss how we can
continue the conversation around being
peacemakers.
I will close with the glory sighting of a
most recent event: Thanksgiving
Family Dinner. Seventy students were
in attendance, there was plenty of
dishes prepared by CMT, and there was
an intentional focus on including
vegetarian and gluten-free options. This
extra step to be inclusive has been
needed and so appreciated in our
community. Friends from Hillel joined
our meal, some of them their first
American Thanksgiving! Students
brought friends and were able to see
other community members they might
not regularly interact with. Dinner
brought about a necessary and special
community presence that Wesley is
built upon. We are so grateful for our
students, alumni, donors, and
community friends for contributing to
who Wesley is and represents. Thank
you for being a part of Wesley, enjoy
the rest of the newsletter! Continue to
Love Out Loud.

Social Media Update
Skyler Bauman

Social
media has become one of our
.
most
utilized ways to connect
students and reach out to other
ministries and organizations. By
posting events and getting students
to share our posts, we have been
able to engage more students and
get them involved. Over the course
of the semester, our team has come
together to make graphics and
content that is effective in bringing
in new students and showing them
what is important to our ministry.
In addition to posting events, we
have been able to use our social
media for advocacy in areas such as
mental health and LGBTQIA+
resources. Additionally, by
responding promptly to students
who reach out to us on social media,
we have been able bring in more and

more students over the course of
the semester. Getting people
connected and teaming up with our
Connector Director, Leanna, who
then plugs them into a ministry
area in which they are interested in
has been instrumental in finding
new students and keeping them in
community.
Overall, social media has been a
great bridge between pre-COVID
in-person times and the postCOVID masked in-person times
and continues to be a great way for
students to keep up with our
community.

@vtwesley

@vtwesley

@vtwesley

Wesley at Virginia Tech
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Letter from the Board

On behalf of the Wesley at Virginia Tech Board, Bret, Kelly and our awesome students, we hope that you have a Blessed
Advent and Christmas Season! Our students continue to live and lead as Disciples, providing an inspiring example for others to
live as Christ taught us – Loving Out Loud in so many ways. Whether through outreach to students on the Virginia Tech
campus, tutoring for secondary school students (Fun 143), worship on Wednesday nights, or mission trips during school breaks,
or small group fellowship and bible study (COGS, or Communities of Grace), our Board members take great pride in supporting
our vibrant Wesley ministry.
We greatly appreciate Bret Gresham’s leadership in his 13th year at Wesley. Bret’s model for team-based ministry has our
students take ownership for their service to Christ while Bret serves as a Pastor, counselor, mentor, and leader in the spiritual
development of our students. As we have reached out to alumni and friends of Wesley during the past year, Bret and our
Board members have had fun hearing story after story of how so many of our alumni view their Wesley experience at Virginia
Tech as one of the primary impacts on their lives during college and beyond. Clearly, living in a Christ centered college Wesley
community, developing lifelong friendships and even leadership skills have provided and continue to provide incredibly
meaningful experiences that carry into their future life pursuits.
Those alumni stories and our current students motivate our volunteer Board to work hard to address the challenges facing our
ministry. With operating costs rising and the need to completely renovate our sixty-year-old building during a difficult time,
the Board has continued to attack the renovation needs with fund raising activities, developing detailed architectural plans for
the renovation, and planning for future construction activities. Despite rising construction costs, we remain excited that we
will proceed with our much-needed facility update to address fundamental needs such as handicapped access, life/safety (e.g.,
fire suppressant/sprinkler systems), resident room relocation (for improved access and safety), and updated/new mechanical
systems (such as heating and cooling).
Our excellent Board development team continues to explore extended methods for reaching alumni and other groups that
might support the ministry, whether our program and student outreach activities or supporting the capital campaign that will
require well over $1 million to fund our Wesley building renovations. Our Board Property team continues to work with
architects as we move towards obtaining bids from contractors after developing detailed architectural plans.
I have begun a term on the Virginia Annual Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry this year. As I learn
more about the many United Methodist campus ministries around Virginia, it has become clear that the Wesley at Virginia
Tech ministry in one of the best and most effective ministries in Virginia. All of you can take great pride in the impact that
your support provides to make a difference in the lives of our students and others that they impact while Loving Out Loud to
others as wonderful young representatives of Christ’s kingdom.
The Wesley at Virginia Tech Board greatly appreciates your ongoing prayers and support for our ministry. We look forward to
continuing our outreach to alumni and friends as we help Bret and our students to propel the ministry forward!
May God Bless you this Christmas and always,
David Riggan
Board Chair

Alumni Announcements
Boyd Shaver, Father of Pam
Shaver, passed away October 2,
2021 at the age of 86.

Minoka Bhadra Gunesekera
married Christopher Yonts on
September 18, 2021

Rick Lewis welcomed his son Wayland
Vaughan Lewis on September 22, 2021
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Worship
Abby Michaelson

This semester of worship has been
nothing short of fantastic! Students
have been able to participate in inperson worship for the first time in a
little more than a year, and it has
been such a blessing to participate
in and witness. This fall, we gave the
volleyball court a new purpose and
were able to use it to host worship
outside while the weather was
warm. If ever given the
opportunity, worshipping outdoors
is always highly recommended by
our Wesley crew. We have tackled
many topics during the past few
months and one that students
seemed to enjoy the most was a
three-week series called, “Hot
Takes.” It was a conversationbased sermon series, in which

students discussed different hot
topics in Christianity, such as
Biblical interpretation, war, and
heaven. It was a great way to
verbally process some topics which
can be very hard to personally
discern for any person of faith.
Another popular sermon series was
“Once Upon a Time”, which was a
four-week series that focused on
popular Bible stories that many
children learn growing up. These
included Jonah and the Whale,
David and Goliath, Noah’s Ark,
and Joseph and the Coat of Many
Colors. It was fun to plan the
sermons which brought back so
many memories from growing up.
Our band, led by Valerie Miller,
has also been exceptional this year,

and they never cease to impress us
during worship. Song is always a
large part of many individuals'
worship experiences, and we are so
lucky to have an amazing, dedicated
group. We are so excited to see what
next semester has in store for our
Wednesday night worship!

went into the playoffs with a 3-0
record, however we faced a very
skilled team and were unable to
continue the win streak. The third
and final sport of the season was
9v9 soccer. At the time of writing
this article we have played 3
games. Our first two games we
lost, however our second game we
played down two players. Our
third game started strong with our
first goal of the season putting us
up 1-0, unfortunately we couldn’t
hold on to that lead and the game
ended in a loss. Our team will play
for the final time in the regular

season on Dec. 8th. It has been
great to see people in Wesley have a
good time playing intramurals and
having fun, regardless of the
outcome.

Intramurals
Jacob Ivey
This semester the Wesley Intramural
Team has participated in three
sports. We started off the semester
with 4 on 4 Sand Volleyball. In the
regular season we won our first game
2 sets to 0 and we lost our second
game 0 sets to 2. In the playoffs we
played a close game, but in the end
we lost 1 set to 2. Our second sport
of the semester was 6 on 6 Indoor
Volleyball. We made it to every
game; however, due to circumstances
outside of our control we won our
three regular season games by
forfeit. Each time this happened we
would scrimmage another team. We

Fellowship
Justin Davies

This year fellowship held several
events for the Wesley community to
enjoy. Some of our major events
included a party for Halloween and
a Thanksgiving Family Dinner prior
to break. We also had weekly movie
nights where we watched the Marvel
films in chronological order, with
popcorn and board games! We
started off watching them outside
on the volleyball court, but once the
weather cooled down, we moved
couches into the MPR for comfy
seating.

of Grace! To celebrate the holiday
season, we will be having our
annual white elephant gift
exchange and reading day Cracker
Barrel breakfast trip! We are
looking forward to celebrating the
holidays together and preparing for
the spring semester.

Family Dinners have also returned
to normal; we have had a family
dinner almost every Sunday this
semester. Fellowship team cooked
the first few dinners, but we have
since expanded to volunteers from
local churches and our Communities
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New Student Bio: Sammie Boyer
Tell me about yourself. What is your
major?
My name is Sammie Boyer, and I
am a freshman studying
International Relations.

me of my church youth group at
home.
What have you been involved in at
Wesley?
I attend worship on Wednesdays,
my freshman COG and family
dinner on Sundays, and I
sometimes go there to study and
work on homework.

Where are you from? Did you go to
church before?
I am from Leesburg, Virginia and
have attended Leesburg United
Methodist Church since
kindergarten.

What has been your favorite thing
so far? Why?
My favorite things so far have been
worship on the volleyball court
because of the personal feeling of
worship and carving pumpkins
with my small group because of the
friendships I made.

How did you hear about Wesley?
I heard about Wesley through my
dad who attended during college
and some friends at church.
Why did you stay at Wesley?
I go to Wesley because it reminds

Impact
Ethan Shaw

I heard about Wesley through my
church at home, First United
Methodist in Salem, VA, and the
first thing I came to was worship,
which was entirely online at the
time. Even with most things online
my freshman year, Wesley helped
me to feel more at home at Tech. It
gave me a place to continue growing
in my faith while at college,
including plugging me in to BUMC
edges, giving me a place to worship
on Sundays. If it weren’t for
Wesley, I am not sure I would
regularly go to church while in
Blacksburg.
Wesley has also provided a place for
me to find community. I was in the
freshman CoG last year, and, in
addition to giving me people to
share my faith with, it helped me
make new friends. This was
especially difficult last year due to
COVID, but CoGs and other Wesley
activities helped me find
community. I have also found that
the Wesley building is a nice place
to hang out and/or study in between
classes, especially with more classes
being in-person. There is usually
quiet space there when I need to
focus, but it’s also a nice place to
hang out with friends. In fact, I
usually eat lunch at the building
between my morning and afternoon

classes. And, of course, I love to
study at Wesley with my pal
Groot (Bret’s dog).
Wesley has also helped me
explore some of my interests.
Because Bret knew about my
interest in computers and
electronics, he connected me with
Nolan, who is in charge of Audio/
Visuals. I was a little unsure at
first, as I have almost no
experience with A/V, but now I
help run the soundboard at
worship every week, and I enjoy
it. Additionally, in some of my
recent Computer Engineering
classes, I have started to learn
about some of the electronics and
circuits that go into audio signal
processing. Being on the A/V
team, I can see how some of these
things relate to settings on the

soundboard, and this has actually
helped me to better understand
these concepts in my classes, or at
least made them more interesting.
This is a place I see God working in
my life in a way I was not
expecting at all when I started A/V.
Being part of Wesley has also
helped me serve my community. I
find that with my busy school
schedule I often forget to seek out
ways to serve others but being
connected with Wesley helps me to
find them. For example, this
semester I have started helping
with the food pantry, 209
Marketplace. I also participated in
the “spring break” mission days we
had last year. Finding ways to
serve others has always been
important to me and being
involved in an organization like
Wesley makes this easier and more
enjoyable.
Overall, Wesley is a great
community, and everyone I have
met there is very kind. Being able
to grow in my faith and interact
with others that are going through
the experiences and struggles of
college with me has been a blessing.
I hope it continues to be a blessing
for others as well, and I look
forward to my next two and a half
years of college that I get to spend
here!
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Missions
Lauren Lowe
The month of November has been
full of Mission activities! We started
off the with an amazing turnout to
an Angel Tree event, where Wesley
students teamed up with the youth
group from First United Methodist
Church in Salem, VA to buy toys.
This year, we decided to donate
these toys to the Montgomery

County Christmas Store, where we
already support with our annual
Cake Mix Drive. Although Wesley
has historically collected cake
mixes outside local grocery stores
in Blacksburg, we started to use
GoFundMe in 2020, and continued
to do so because of the success we
had! This year, we were able to buy

over 1200 cake mixes for families in
need to have a sweet treat for
Christmas. We could not have done
these things without the generosity
of those who support our Missions
Ministry area and who have donated
to our various fundraisers; we are
excited to continue the good work
into next semester!

Fun143

Lauren Lowe

Our Fun143 trailer got a much-needed facelift in the summertime, so our students and tutors alike have been
enjoying our time so much more! In the past, our tutors would prepare dinner for everyone to eat before starting on
their homework, but we had to stop this when the pandemic started. This semester, we partnered with the YMCA
and their Meals on Wheels initiative to provide meals for our kids, to make sure they had food to fuel their
homework sessions. We are excited for the future of this ministry and are looking forward to growing next semester!

We would like to thank the supporters of 209 from the past year:
Monisha Daniel
Disciples Woman’s Ministry at BCC

Thank you to all of our staff and volunteers!

209
Marketplace
Evan Gross
209 Marketplace has been going well this fall. Our main goal has been to get the word out to potential shoppers,
because we know the need is there, but a lot of people don't know about it. We have been getting a lot of donations
from various sources, most recently milk and eggs from Newman Catholic Ministry.
We have a good number of volunteers, even some from people contacting us through Gobbler-Connect (the student
organization/event webpage). The computer system in place for adding items to the inventory and checking out the
customers is in the process of being developed to better meet the needs of the ministry.
We also have a solid supply of school supplies, toiletries, and feminine products. Finally, we now provide QR Codes
to customers so they can easily access the 209 Marketplace Cookbook made by HNFE students, which provides an
abundance of easy recipes, many of which of have simple ingredients that 209 provides.
6

Outreach
Rosie Lyman
We had a very successful Welcome
Week this year, which actually
stretched over 3 weeks and included
11 events led by the Outreach Team.
As usual we started the week with
our Returner’s Ice Cream
Social. Because of the
circumstances last year during
COVID, many of our students had
not met in person, or had only
briefly known one another. Despite
the ongoing restrictions, it was a joy
to meet and eat food together.

COGs
Kevin Cover
Communities of Grace (CoGs) are
Wesley’s small group ministry. They
meet on a weekly basis with the goal
of getting to know God and one
another. We do this by
incorporating a mix of Bible study,
relationship building, and fun
activities.
We were so excited that this
semester we were able to return to in
-person COGs. We had seven CoGs,
including the LGBTQ+ and
Freshman Affinity Groups. Andrew
Mudd, our Freshman CoG leader,
provided a space for new students to
get pulled into our community,
including pumpkin carving for
Halloween, baking for Thanksgiving
Dinner, and taking tours around the
building. We are excited to see
where CoGs go next semester as we
continue to grow with one another
and God!

Our first big, public event was our
yearly Cookout. We served hot dogs,
hamburgers, veggie burgers, chips,
and cookies. We cooked everything
ahead of time and prewrapped them
to be served instead of making it
buffet style. About 300-400 new
students came to the event, and we
had a great turnout of returning
students to volunteer.
Over the following 2 weeks we had
two movie nights, classroom quest,
water wars (water balloon fight), a
s’mores night after worship, a tie
dye night, Minute to Win It night, a
trivia night, and our annual life size

game night. We also hosted a
worship night, led by our worship
band and BUMC Edge’s band. We
decided to try out a lot of new
events this year because we were
hoping to reach an especially large
number of new students. Water
wars and the s’mores night were
huge hits, and during tie dye night,
we ran out of tie dye within 15
minutes! Overall, Wesley and the
Outreach team had a very busy 3
weeks, and we loved being able to
meet new students and to see them
come back for other events!

SB
Teaser
Lydia Stonerook
After a year off from our
traditional weeklong spring break
trip, we are back! This March,
Wesley students will be traveling
to Tuskegee Alabama to work with
ARM, Alabama Rural Ministry.
We will be working with the
community in both constructional
and relational ministries and hope
to add a social justice component
as well.
If you are looking for a way to
specifically support this area of
Wesley, we are looking for
individuals to sponsor students
who cannot afford to attend the
trip on their own. Please contact
Bret if you are interested in this
opportunity.
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Donors: May 1, 2021—November 30, 2021
Shawn and Maria Arner
Tom and Amy McGregor Barnes
Matt and Kelly Hudson Beeken
Leonard and Laura Bell
Fred and Daphne Berge
Emilie Berger
Matthew and Melinda Hirt Borrie
Anna Bosco
Andrew and Olivia Bowers
Sharon K. Bradsher
Jeff Brooks
Margaret Brown
Bob and Teri Byers-Koleas
James Callaway
Rachel Cannon
Chris Chamberlain
Sarah Clark
Adam and Erica Coates
Stephen and Jennifer Dickison Coffey
Ginger Meier and Gary Cope
Christopher and Kathy Cover
Dave and Faye Crist
Jessica Dodson
Dick and Lori Lynch Eggleston
Steve and Anne Elder
Rick and Anne Ellis

Amy Emerson and Bill Bancroft
Drew and Catherine E F Ensz
Melanie Fadrowski
Jennifer L. Fletcher
Jason and Katie Boggs Forsyth
Kaitlyn Gallagher
Richard J. and Phyllis W. Geoghegan
Alexis Gillmore
Charles Given
Chris B Givens
Bret and Erin Gresham
Van and Barbara Gresham
Bob Haupt
Stanley A. and Laura Hefta
Brian and Kelly Walters Henshaw
Michelle Hettmann
Dr. Glen H. and Nancy Hetzel
Charles Jackson
Posey and Karen Jones
Dwight and Phyllis Forbush Kitchens
Preston and Amy Lattimer
Rick and Alexis Lewis
Stephen and Mandy Garrett Lloyd
John and Beth Lord
Zack and Jenny Lowe
Katelyn Lydens

Tom and Cindy Martin
Mike and Erin Mattern
Jacob and Tara Montague
Kevin Mosteller
Ryan Olmstead
William K and Lois Glover Orr
Steve and Lorna Vink Parkins
A. Travis and Marge Poole
William T. and Ida Berger Powell
Inge Pyle
Rob and Melissa Mayton Rhyne
Lloyd and Sherri Robinson
Larry Root
Denise and Billy Rudolph
Duane and Tammy Owens Schoenhardt
Amy Shank
Rick and Alice Shaw
Anna Skinner
Nancy Stevenson
Scott and Susan Cox Stouffer
Jean Wheeling
Davey and Lizi Winyall
Eric and Kelly Wiseman
Lauren Wright
Christopher and Minoka Yonts
Elizabeth Young

Supporting Wesley at Virginia Tech
Wesley 23
Can you commit to just $23 a month to support our ministry?

Why I Give My Hard Earned Money to Wesley
Katelyn Lydens
Hello there Wesley fam new and old! You may be reading this thinking to yourself “Katelyn, what are you doing writing an
article for the Flame? Didn’t you graduate forever ago?” Well, surprise! I’m back to talk about something very close to my
heart – Wesley of course!
Whenever I look back on my time at VT, it’s my community at Wesley I miss the most. I remember the first day I walked into
Wesley. It was a few days into my freshman year, and I stopped by mid-day between my classes; an activity that would soon
become a part of my daily life. I walked in the door and there was a group of people sitting in the lobby. I timidly asked, “Is it
okay for me to hang out here between classes?” I was met with a unanimous “yes, of course!” and the rest was history.
For the next 5 years, Wesley was my home. From daily lobby chats to late night study sessions in the computer room. From
weekly family dinners to annual spring break trips. From serving as fellowship minister, to being sports mom. From having
laughing fits in Kelly’s office, to crying fits in Bret’s. Wesley saw me through my best and worst. I don’t know what my college
experience would have looked like without Wesley but I’m sure glad I never had to find out.

So why did I take you on this trip down memory lane? Because I want something from you,
silly!
In all honesty, I’m telling you all this because this is why I give each month to Wesley. My time
in Blacksburg has ended but for so many students it’s just beginning. Could you imagine what
your college experience would have been like without a place like Wesley? For most of us, it was
a refugee and a sanctuary. A place to not just be who we are but to go through all the joys and
pains of figuring out who we are.
I want a place like that to continue to exist for many years to come. So, I give. As students, we
may not have really thought about how Bret and Kelly kept the lights on. Or how we always
had family dinner on the table every Sunday. Well, I can tell you how, it’s through donations
from alumni, parents, and community members. Wesley can’t be all that it is without help from
those of us in the position to give financially.
So here is the part where I ask you for a tiny little favor! Please consider becoming a Wesley23
donor. Your donations go directly to ensuring that Wesley continues to be a safe and welcoming
place for all who come after you. Even if you can’t commit to $23 a month, I still encourage you
to donate whatever you can. Every penny counts! (Trust me, I know, I’m an accountant!)
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